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30th Avenue Road Closure:  the biggest news on the traffic front this last month was the sudden 
announcement by Calgary Municipal Land Corporation (CMLC) of their plans to close 30th 
Avenue SE.  This is the short stretch of road that crosses the CPR lines between Highfield and 
Dartmouth Roads.  This road closure apparently is needed as part of a deal between The City and 
CPR to build the 4th Street SE underpass and will have CPR relocate their shunting lines from the 
south side of 9th Avenue SE to the vicinity of 30th Avenue.  The other key point in the plan is to 
construct a ‘round-about’ at the 26th Avenue and Dartmouth Road SE intersection. 

 

A review of the proposed plan and associated Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) by the Ramsay 
Traffic Committee and a number of Ramsay residents provided the following concerns and 
comments about the plan: 

· It is unlikely traffic heading north on Highfield Road would go through the round-about 
and return south on Dartmouth Road to gain 25th Avenue westbound.  Rather, it was more 
likely traffic would enter the community via Dartmouth Road and onto 24th Avenue SE 
where it would either turn north or south on Spiller Road depending on its final 
destination. 

· The TIA failed to address the effect of the 30th Avenue closure and construction of the 
26th Avenue round-about on the Community of Ramsay, i.e. increased short-cutting. 

· The TIA did not consider the effect of increased rail traffic on 11th Street and 26th Avenue 
and how that would affect access/egress of fire, police EMS, etc. in and out of Ramsay. 

· The TIA omitted to consider the effect of increased rail traffic on 11th Street and 26th 
Avenue and how that would affect Stampede Park (Flames) egress via MacDonald 
Avenue SE. 

· Although construction of the round-about would improve the flow of traffic around the 
community when there were no trains blocking 11th Street and 26th Avenue (good), the 
TIA did not consider ‘train avoidance’ short-cutting through Ramsay as a result of traffic 
gridlock when the trains were there. 



At the time the July newsletter is read, the CMLC’s Information Session at the Community Hall 
on 25 June will have taken place.  Hope you noticed the bold signs and were able to attend.  
Those tuned into the Community website or RSS feed will have received this information in 
advance of the Information Session and are encouraged to attend and let your opinions be 
known.  More to follow. 

Rink Redevelopment:  Transportation Planning will collect baseline speed and volume data on 
Burns Avenue prior to any improvements. 

Traffic Calming (18th Avenue) – we were successful in obtaining agreement from residents on 
18th Avenue between 8th and 11th Streets to allow count equipment to be installed in front of their 
houses for two days in June.  Thank you to those residents who sacrificed their on-street parking, 
and a special thank you to those residents able to ‘convince’ their neighbors to give up their 
parking as well.  Results to follow. 

Calgary tour de nuit Society (CtdnS)– Spiller Road and 8th Street SE may be closed for a few 
hours on Sunday, 23 August 2009 for the ‘Ride for the Road Tour’.  As discussed at the last two 
General Meetings, this society requested support from our community in their desire to provide 
cyclists with an opportunity to ride in a vehicle-free environment to bring awareness to more 
sustainable modes of transportation.  Through community and Board discussion, a conditional 
letter of support was issued to CtdnS on 17 June 2009 (please see website for letter). 

26th Avenue Sidewalk – pedestrian connectivity to/from the Crossroads Market was recently 
improved with the addition of a sidewalk in front of the new Calgary Police District 1 Station.  
Thank you to the Ramsay Civic Affairs Committee for requesting this improvement as part of 
their review of the Calgary Police Service Development Permit.  We now need the last stretch of 
sidewalk between 24th Avenue and Dartmouth Road to finally put a stop to those slow moving 
baby carriages on the road to the market. 

Please contact the Traffic Committee at traffic@ramsaycommunity.ab.ca if you have any traffic-
related comments, concerns or would like to become involved the committee. 


